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The President. Well, my message is that the
American people wish the Chinese people well.
We want to know more about the China of
today and the China of yesterday, and we want
to be a big part of the China of tomorrow;
that we are a people that in our relatively short
history of 220-plus years, have accomplished
some things that we’re very proud of. And we
believe in our system of democracy and indi-
vidual rights and liberties, from free speech to
religious liberty. And we believe that the Inter-
national Declaration of Human Rights, which
the United Nations embraces, has something to
give people everywhere.

But we also respect the culture and the herit-
age of the people of China, and we are prepared
for a long-term, strategic, constructive partner-
ship. We want to expand our areas of coopera-
tion. We want more Americans to visit China.
We want more Chinese people to visit America.
We want more American students to study in
China, and we want more Chinese students to
study in America. We want to find ways to re-
solve the differences between us.

And most of all, we want to be part of con-
structing a world in the 21st century where na-
tions are proud of their culture and their herit-
age and their history, but where the borders
are more open to new ideas and new coopera-
tion. And that’s what I hope will come out of
this trip.

You know, the United States at many times
in our country’s past has felt a special affinity
to China. And we’ve had many Americans who
have lived in China, doing religious work, doing
charitable work, doing business work. We have
been allies in war. We have done a lot of things
together. And I think there is a greater feeling
for the Chinese people in the hearts of Ameri-
cans than perhaps many Chinese realize. And
I hope that this trip will help us to continue
to go forward in a new and better way.

And so I hope the Chinese people will be
glad that I’m coming, and I hope we’ll be able
to have a constructive trip that, as I said, looks
to the future, expands cooperation, and finds
a very open and honest way of expressing our
differences, and exchanges ideas about what
could help both countries deal with the chal-
lenges we face.

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you. I enjoyed this.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 19 but was embargoed
for release until 6 p.m. on June 21. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Jiang Zemin
of China.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of Military
Forces for Stabilization of Areas of the Former Yugoslavia
June 19, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In my last 6-month report to the Congress

I provided further information on the deploy-
ment of combat-equipped U.S. Armed Forces
to Bosnia and other states in the region in order
to participate in and support the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO)-led Stabilization
Force (SFOR), which began its mission and as-
sumed authority from the NATO-led Implemen-
tation Force (IFOR) on December 20, 1996.
I am providing this supplemental report, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution, to help
ensure that the Congress is kept fully informed

on continued U.S. contributions in support of
peacekeeping efforts in the former Yugoslavia.

We continue to work in concert with others
in the international community to encourage the
parties to fulfill their commitments under the
Dayton Peace Agreement and to build on the
gains achieved over the last 2 years. It remains
in the U.S. national interest to help bring peace
to Bosnia, both for humanitarian reasons and
to halt the dangers the fighting in Bosnia rep-
resented to security and stability in Europe gen-
erally. Through American leadership and in con-
junction with our NATO allies and other coun-
tries, we have seen increasingly rapid progress
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toward sustainable peace in Bosnia. We have
helped foster more cooperative pro-Dayton lead-
ership in Bosnia-Herzegovina, resulting in much
improved performance by the parties in fulfilling
their responsibilities to implement the Dayton
Peace Agreement.

The United Nations Security Council author-
ized member states to establish the follow-on
force in United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution 1088 of December 12, 1996. On June
15, 1998, the Security Council extended the au-
thorization for the SFOR for an additional pe-
riod terminating June 21, 1999. The mission of
SFOR is to deter resumption of hostilities and
stabilize the security environment to facilitate
the civilian implementation process.

The SFOR has successfully deterred the re-
sumption of hostilities by patrolling the Zone
of Separation, inspecting and monitoring heavy
weapons cantonment sites, enhancing and super-
vising Entity Armed Forces (EAF) demining
work, and, within existing authorities and capa-
bilities, providing support to international agen-
cies.

The primary way SFOR supports the civilian
implementation effort is by contributing to a
secure environment. The SFOR works closely
with the International Police Task Force (IPTF),
which was established on December 21, 1995,
under Security Council Resolution 1035. With
SFOR support, the IPTF has successfully cre-
ated indigenous public security capabilities by
reforming and training the local police. Both
the SFOR and the IPTF, as a result, enhance
public security in ways that promote civil imple-
mentation of the Peace Agreement. This collec-
tive approach works to make the implementation
process progressively more self-sustaining with-
out exceeding the SFOR’s current level of inten-
sity and involvement.

By contributing to a secure environment, the
SFOR has fostered greater progress by civilian
implementers, including helping to restore road,
rail, and air transportation links, reforming racist
and nondemocratic media, and supporting inter-
national preparations for supervision of the na-
tional elections in Bosnia-Herzegovina in Sep-
tember 1998. In addition, the SFOR has con-
tributed to efforts to bring 31 persons indicted
for war crimes into custody in The Hague.

The U.S. force contribution to SFOR in Bos-
nia is approximately 7,800—roughly one-third of
the number of U.S. troops deployed with IFOR
at the peak of its strength. The U.S. forces par-

ticipating in SFOR include U.S. Army forces
that were stationed in Germany and the United
States, as well as special operations forces, air-
field operations support forces, air forces, and
reserve component personnel. An amphibious
force under U.S. control is normally available
as a strategic reserve in the Mediterranean Sea,
and a carrier battle group remains available to
provide support for air operations.

All NATO nations and 20 others, including
Russia and Ukraine, have provided troops or
other support to SFOR. Most U.S. troops are
assigned to Multinational Division, North, cen-
tered around the city of Tuzla. In addition, ap-
proximately 3,000 U.S. troops are deployed to
Hungary, Croatia, Italy, and other states in the
region in order to provide logistical and other
support to SFOR. Since December 1997, U.S.
forces have sustained no fatalities.

A U.S. Army contingent remains deployed in
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
(FYROM) as part of the United Nations Preven-
tive Deployment Force (UNPREDEP). This
U.N. peacekeeping force, which includes some
350 U.S. soldiers, observes and monitors condi-
tions along the borders with the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia and Albania. The UNPREDEP
continues to play a key role in preventing the
spillover of ethnic conflict from the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia (FRY) into FYROM and
the region. In doing so, it has helped FYROM
become a bulwark against the southward spread
of the conflict in the FRY. Several U.S. Army
helicopters are also deployed to provide support
to U.S. forces and may support UNPREDEP
as required on a case-by-case basis. The Security
Council voted December 4, 1997, to authorize
an extension of the UNPREDEP mandate
through August 31, 1998. We are currently ex-
ploring options regarding the extension of
UNPREDEP’s mandate in light of the growing
violence and instability in Kosovo.

A small contingent of U.S. military personnel
also served in Croatia in direct support of the
Transitional Administrator of the United Nations
Transitional Administration in Eastern Slovenia
(UNTAES). These personnel were redeployed
when the UNTAES mandate expired on January
15, 1998; a follow-on U.N. civilian police oper-
ation continues in the region.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in these operations pursuant to
my constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief and

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 15:13 Jul 12, 2000 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 01009 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 E:\PUBPAP\PAP_TXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1010

June 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Chief Executive, and in accordance with various
statutory authorities. I am providing this report
as part of my efforts to keep the Congress fully
informed about developments in Bosnia and
other states in the region. I will continue to
consult closely with the Congress regarding our
efforts to foster peace and stability in the former
Yugoslavia.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on June 22.

Presidential Determination No. 98–32—Memorandum on the Purchase of
Airline Tickets to Lebanon
June 19, 1998

Memorandum for the Secretary of
Transportation

Subject: Purchase of Airline Tickets to Lebanon

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
49 U.S.C. 40106(b), I hereby determine that
the prohibition of transportation services to Leb-
anon established by Presidential Determination
85–14 of July 1, 1985, as amended by Presi-
dential Determination 92–41 of August 17, 1992,
is hereby further amended to permit U.S. air
carriers to engage in foreign air transportation,
solely through interline arrangements, of pas-
sengers, including U.S. and non-U.S. citizens,
and their accompanying baggage, to and from
Lebanon and to permit U.S. and foreign air
carriers to sell in the United States air transpor-
tation services for passengers, including U.S. and
non-U.S. citizens, to and from Lebanon.

All other prohibitions set forth in the above-
referenced Presidential Determinations, includ-
ing the prohibition on direct operations to Leb-
anon by U.S. air carriers, remain in effect.

Presidential Determination 95–42 is hereby
revoked. You are directed to implement this de-
termination immediately and to revoke effective
immediately any regulations inconsistent here-
with.

You are further directed to publish this deter-
mination in the Federal Register.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 22, but it was
not received for publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

Remarks Announcing a Survey of Youth Tobacco Brand Preference and an
Exchange With Reporters
June 22, 1998

The President. Good morning. I’m about to
leave for Vice President Gore’s Family ReUnion
Conference in Nashville, something that he and
Mrs. Gore have done now for many years, to
discuss central concerns of America’s families.
And since we have been here in the White
House, we’ve often used the conference as a
springboard for new initiatives to strengthen our
families and move our country forward.

Today we’re going to be talking about health
concerns of American families. Of course, one
of the biggest health concerns is youth smoking,
something we’ve been discussing a lot around
here lately. We all now know that 3,000 young
people start smoking every day, and that 1,000
will die earlier because of it, even though it’s
illegal in every State to sell cigarettes to young
people.
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